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St. John's College's Great Books Curriculum

Envisioning Liberal Education through the Classics

LEE YONGHWA Professor, Department of English Language & Literature, Incheon National University

Abstract

This paper examines the multifaceted reasons why people pursue higher education, encompassing economic,
political, and humanistic perspectives. There is a consensus among experts regarding the positive impacts of
university education on national competitiveness and individual empowerment, leading to societal and material
prosperity. Additionally, the importance of education in nurturing informed citizens for a thriving democracy,
drawing on historical insights from Thomas Jefferson, has been widely acknowledged. The paper critically assesses
the current inclination towards vocational training in higher education, warning against the neglect of the broader
societal and intellectual benefits of classical liberal arts education. It proposes the model of St. John's College,
renowned for its unique classical curriculum and seminar method, as a potential blueprint for revitalizing liberal arts
education in South Korea amidst rapid technological and societal changes. The study suggests that adopting a
comprehensive approach to education, which balances professional skills with classical wisdom, could better prepare
students for a future of diverse careers and lifelong learning, thereby contributing significantly to the cultivation of
versatile, well-rounded individuals. Finally, this paper explains what efforts have been made to incorporate such
educational methods and content into the major and general education curricula of South Korean universities and

what more needs to be done henceforth.

Keyword
St. John's College, Great Books Curriculum, Classics, Liberal Arts Education
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