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Encounter with Peter Singer's “Animal Liberation”
A Case Study of Studio Seminar Approach for University Students
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Abstract

This study examined the experiences of a single cohort (13 university students) who participated in the INU GB
Studio Seminar held by the GB Center of I University from January 10 to February 6, 2023. The INU GB Studio
Seminar is a project-based educational activity based on the Great Books Seminar developed by the University of 1.
This study employed the narrative inquiry method (Clandinin & Connelly). Zoom online and offline meetings, final
reports, interview data, and photo data were used for analysis. The results of this study were as follows: In the initial
phase, one cohort group and two tutors discussed Peter Singer's book Animal Liberation. During the discussion,
students attempted to understand the author's arguments on the interpretation of “animal rights” and “speciesism”
and reinterpret them from their perspectives, adapting them to their current situation. In the second phase, the 13
students were divided into three groups according to their specific interests, and they executed their projects. Each
team implemented individual projects based on the aforementioned content. Each team dealt with a project on
vegetarianism and animal rights in the laboratory. The students involved stated that by debating with students from
other majors and experiencing critical thinking, they could broaden their perspectives and enhance their capabilities.
In the third phase, each team participated in a competition and gave presentations. The study's findings proved the
feasibility of operating a convergence studio seminar that connects the Great Books and project-based approaches as
well as fostering students' interest, autonomy, and cooperation.
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University Student, Animal Liberation, Studio Seminar Approach, Extra Curriculum
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