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Suggestions for Establishing an Early Detection and Support System
for Young Children at Risk of Disabilities
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Abstract

This study explored the necessity of early detection and the establishment of support systems for young
children at risk of developmental disabilities; it analyzed domestic laws, policies, and academic research.
Early childhood is a critical period for laying the foundation for development, making early identification
and provision of appropriate support for at-risk children crucial for their future development. Although
South Korea’s Special Education Act for Persons with Disabilities and National Health Insurance Act stip-
ulate the early detection of children at risk of disabilities, there are limitations in connecting families to
comprehensive diagnostic evaluations and parental support services. Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic
aggravated developmental issues among young children, with low utilization rates of developmental as-
sessments and diagnostic services. Based on a systematic literature analysis, this study proposed the fol-
lowing recommendations: implementing policies for the early detection of at-risk children in accordance
with relevant laws; strengthening linkages among related service delivery systems; and expanding the pro-
motion and systematic implementation of guidance for families regarding early interventions, special edu-
cation, and related services. These measures are expected to enhance the effectiveness of early detection

systems and improve the quality of life for at-risk children and their families.

Keyword

Young Children at Risk for Disabilities, Early Detection, Support Systems, Establishment of Support
Systems, and Recommendations



